OFFICE OF CHILDHOOD 


SUCCESS 
AT EVERY 
STAGE 


DESE Office of Childhood team members, April 1, 2022 


Throughout this month, the Office of Childhood is recognizing the importance of 
National Child Abuse and Neglect Prevention Month. Last week, several team 
members came together for Go Blue Day in support of this important subject. 
Join us in raising awareness by wearing blue every Friday in April. 


Reporting child abuse and neglect is everyone’s responsibility. If you suspect 
child abuse or neglect, you can call the toll-free hotline at 800-392-3738. Learn 
more about what to do, what information you need, and other resources at 
Missouri's Keeping Kids Safe website. 


We appreciate your help in raising awareness for the prevention of child abuse 
and neglect in our communities. Together, we can ensure all children are safe, 
healthy, and successful learners. 


Sincerely, 
Pam Thomas 
Assistant Commissioner, Office of Childhood 


The Office of Childhood (OOC) is continually 
assessing the structure and activities of its teams, 
and in doing so, we have created a new Child Care 
Subsidy section and repurposed a full-time position 
to have a Program Manager dedicated to the 
program. The Child Care Subsidy section will be 
responsible for enrollment, contracts, and payments 
for child care subsidy. 


This section will work closely with the Quality 
Programs and the Child Care Compliance sections 
to ensure the implementation of quality initiatives as 
part of the Missouri Child Care and Development 
Fund state plan. Check out our updated website 
and contact information on the What We Do and 
Contact Us pages. 


The OOC is receiving an additional $444 million in 
child care stabilization funds under the American 
Rescue Plan Act (ARPA). 


e The OOC is working on contracts to help 
process applications and distribute the new 
funds. 

You can review the child care ARPA 
Stabilization Spend Plan for a complete list of 
the funding activities. 

The OOC is also working on a recording to 
explain these funds to child care providers. 
Watch for additional information to be 
distributed sometime in April. 


The OOC has started paying for the cost of an 
individual’s fingerprinting for the required criminal 
background check for child care staff members who 
register for fingerprinting using the 8897 Missouri 
Automated Criminal History Site (MACHS) 
registration code. At this time, the OOC will pay for 
fingerprintings until December 31, 2022. 


This funding does not apply to First Steps 
Providers. 


For additional information about this process, review 
the Detailed Background Check Instructions. Please 


Week of the Young 
Child is April 2-8 


The Week of the Young 
Child (WOYC) is an 
annual celebration 
sponsored by the 
National Association for 
the Education of Young 
Children (NAEYC), the 
world's largest early 
childhood education 
association. WOYC 
provides public attention 
on meeting the needs of 
young children and their 
families, and gives 
recognition to 

various early childhood 
programs and services 
that meet those needs. 


The Missouri chapter of 
AEYC invites you and 
your school or child care 
program to check out the 
MOAEYC website for 
WOYC opportunities, 
with links to helpful 
resources! 


REMINDER! Paycheck 
Protection Program 
Applications Due April 
30 


Child care relief 
applications for the 
Paycheck Protection 
Program (PPP) are now 
open. You can submit an 
application for relief 
funds to help with 
staffing expenses from 
July 1, 2021 through 
December 31, 2021. Visit 
the PPP webpage to 
apply or learn more. The 
deadline to apply is April 
30, 2022 at 11:59 p.m. 


note that the OOC will not issue reimbursement if 
there is an issue with the authorization code at the 
time of fingerprinting and/or if an individual chooses 
to pay for the cost of fingerprinting. 


Part C of the Individuals with Disabilities Education 
Act (IDEA) is the federal law governing Missouri's 
First Steps Early Intervention program for children 
birth to age three with developmental delays or 
disabilities and their families. IDEA Part C funds 
support services to children and families in the First 
Steps program. The OOC has developed a draft 
application for Part C federal funds to help pay for 
First Steps services. 


The draft application is available for the public to 
review and provide comments on through April 25, 
2022. 


Written public comments on the application may be 
submitted by mail to the Office of Childhood Attn: 
Early Intervention, P.O. Box 480, Jefferson City, MO 
65102-0480, by email to 
EarlyIntervention@dese.mo.gov (indicate First 
Steps Application in the subject line), or by fax to 
573-526-8000. 


First Steps providers must sign and submit the 
MOVECHS Waiver Agreement and Statement to the 
OOC prior to being fingerprinted. If a waiver is not 
on file with the OOC, staff cannot view fingerprint 
results. This will cause delays in processing 
enrollment paperwork. For more information, visit 
the First Steps Provider Enrollment 

Information webpage. 


The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) recently revised its developmental 
milestones, resulting in some questions about any 
changes to developmental monitoring, 
developmental screenings, evaluations conducted 
by early intervention providers, and the Missouri 
Early Learning Standards. 


Important Resources 
from Children's Trust 
Fund 


Children's Trust Fund 
(CTF) has many 
resources for families 
and early childhood 
professionals. 

CTF develops and 
provides posters, 
electronic fliers, DVDs, 
and other parenting 
materials that 

support public education 
campaigns, such as 
Abusive Head Trauma 
(AHT) Prevention, safe 
sleep environments, 
home visiting, and sexual 
abuse prevention. Go to 
the CTF website to 
review and order these 
materials. 


Kindergarten Entry 
Assessment (KEA) 
Administrative Memo 
for School Leaders 


A KEA Administrative 
Memo was disseminated 
to all school district 
administrators to provide 
more details about the 
KEA activities for school 
year 2022-23. 
Information contained in 
the memo includes the 
importance of 
assessment and 
available resources to 
learn more about KEA 
activities. 


UPDATED! KEA 
Webpage 


KEA is a one-time 
assessment designed to 
measure a child’s skills 
and behaviors within the 
first few weeks of 
entering kindergarten. 
This assessment assists 


It's important to know that the revisions to the CDC 
milestones do not directly change the program 
activities and work that early care and education 
professionals are doing across the state. It 

gives parents and care givers clearer guidelines 
when observing or monitoring their child's 
milestones. The use of developmental milestones 
promotes and increases awareness of the signs of 
early developmental delays and how to act early. 
Additional information on the CDC milestones 
revisions and the updated milestones checklists are 
on the CDC milestones webpage. 


The Regional Hub Definition was recently updated 
based on feedback from community leaders to 
focus more on the purpose and goals of the 

regional model and simplify the language to assist 
with readiness conversations with stakeholders. The 
Regional Hub Map has also been updated to reflect 
the final areas going through the readiness stage in 
2022. This map also includes contact information for 
regional consultants working with community 
leaders to complete readiness activities. 


in determining a child’s 
overall school readiness 
as well as strengths in 
each early learning 
domain. The OOC 
recently updated the 
KEA webpage. Visit the 
page to find information 
on KEA, recommended 
tools, and the KEA Pilot. 


Missouri Parents as 
Teachers (MO 

PAT) Administrative 
Memo for School 
Leaders 


AMO PAT Administrative 
Memo was disseminated 
to all school district 
administrators to provide 
a brief overview of 
changes to the MO PAT 
for fiscal year 2023. 
Districts have the option 
to be curriculum partners 
or affiliates. The deadline 
for submitting an Affiliate 
plan to the Parents as 
Teachers National 
Center (PATNC) is May 
31, 2022. 


REMINDER! Missouri 
Children's Trauma 
Network Training 
Summit 


Mark your calendars for 
the summit on April 26- 
27, 2022. This trauma 
network training will be a 
hybrid event with both in- 
person and virtual 
registration/attendance 
available. Continuing 
Education Credits are 
available for attending 
some of the 

sessions. Register here 
for the event. 
Registration is $20 for 
either virtual or in-person 
attendance. 


Spotlight on Success 


Spotlight on Success aims to share stories from local programs that are building 
community partnerships in order to strengthen and coordinate childhood 
programs. 


Little Learners Spectrum Center. Photo courtesy of Ashley Smith. 


This month our spotlight is on the Little Learners Spectrum Center (LLSC) in 
Farmington, Missouri. The owner of this private program, Ashley Smith, said 
families in the community needed more early learning options for children with 
special needs and the closest resource for specialized services was 
approximately 100 miles away. Ashley opened LLSC out of a desire to help both 
her own daughter and other families and schools in the area. “It takes a village 
to change a child’s world!" said Ashley. 


Preschool Development Grant Birth to Five (PDG B-5) Update 


Each month the Office of Childhood hosts a live webinar to provide updates and 
information about the PDG B-5 to stakeholders. A recording and the PowerPoint 


The Preschool Development Grant Birth to Five 
(PDG B-5) provides funding over three years 

to coordinate a more effective, high-quality early 
childhood system that better prepares Missouri 
children for success. 


slides from the most recent webinar are available in case you are unable to 
attend and wish to hear the information. 


APDG B-5 dashboard is also updated monthly. This dashboard provides an 
at-a-glance look at priority areas, budget status, and key accomplishments. 


Join us for the next PDG B-5 Stakeholder webinar on April 26, 2022, from noon- 
12:45 p.m. to learn more and ask questions. You can access the webinar ina 
Google Chrome or Safari web browser. Do not view in Internet Explorer. We 
hope you can participate. 


Visit the Office of Childhood website to find previous editions of the Childhood 
Connections. 


The Department of Elementary and Secondary Education does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, gender, gender identity, 
sexual orientation, national origin, age, veteran status, mental or physical disability, or any other basis prohibited by statute in its programs and 
activities. Inquiries related to department programs and to the location of services, activities, and facilities that are accessible by persons with 
disabilities may be directed to the Jefferson State Office Building, Director of Civil Rights Compliance and MOA Coordinator (Title VI/Title 
VII/Title X/504/ADA/ADAAA/Age Act/GINA/USDA Title VI), 5th Floor, 205 Jefferson Street, P.O. Box 480, Jefferson City, MO 65102-0480; 
telephone number 573-526-4757 or TTY 800-735-2966; email civilrights@dese.mo.gov. 
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